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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 
Billingham, 

September,  1953. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year,  1952. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1952,  11th  in  the  series. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  during  the  last  ten 
years  have  been  associated  with  a change  in  spirit  as  well  as 
a change  in  physical  conditions. 

From  a grim  struggle  for  survival  with  all  energies 
directed  to  that  one  aim  we  have  passed  through  doubts  of  a 
pattern  of  life  and  even  of  existence  to  the  serenity,  hope  and 
security  of  a new  town  shaping  itself  in  our  midst. 

The  pattern  of  health  of  the  community  has  also  changed. 
With  an  alteration  in  the  manner  of  living  and  outlook  has 
come  the  virtual  disappearance  of  scabies,  for  instance,  and  a 
remarkable  diminution  in  verminous  conditions  and  impetigo. 
Laissez  faire  has  given  place  to  effort.  Venereal  disease  has 
decreased,  partly  from  improvement  in  standards  generally 
and  a decrease  of  emotional  tension  and  partly  from  improved 
methods  of  treatment  due  to  the  introduction  of  penicillin  and 
the  new  antibiotics. 

Diphtheria  has  practically  disappeared.  It  is  fair  to  say 
that  the  results  are  largely  due  to  the  vision  and  enthusiasm 
which  started  a national  immunisation  campaign  in  the  midst 
of  a war,  and  which  inspired  various  local  authorities  to  carry 
out  immunisation  schemes  of  various  types. 

Here  local  success  has  been  assisted  by  an  enlightened 
and  intelligent  community  anxious  for  progress  and  by  the  use 
of  a com])rehensive  scheme  employing  a team  of  workers 
consistent  in  their  advice  and  effort.  The  team  includes  all 
doctors  in  the  area,  three  health  visitors,  two  immunisation 
nurses,  a canvasser  and  the  essential  office  staff  with  a filing 
system  and  record  card  for  every  child  in  the  area,  whether 
immunised  or  not. 
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Every  member  of  the  team  has  co-operated  most  willingly 
and,  most  important  to  continuing  success,  they  have  all 
spoken  with  one  voice.  Uncertainty  and  indicision  are  caused 
conflicting  advice  and  we  have  been  fortunate  in  escaping 
this  trouble.  All  members  of  the  team  have  advised  two 
doses  of  prophylactic  at  least  4-5  months  before  a baby’s  first 
birthday  with  a reinforcing  dose  a year  later  and  again  before 
starting  school,  then  again  at  approximately  eight  and  twelve 
years  of  age. 

Of  course  most  important  of  all  is  the  desire  of  parents 
to  do  the  best  possible  for  their  children,  after  this  well 
organised  facilities  have  produced  these  excellent  results,  that 
is  95%  of  children  immunised  before  they  have  left  school  and 
practically  no  diptheria  in  the  area,  compared  with  60  to  70 
notifications  of  diphtheria  in  1941  and  1942  and  four  deaths 
from  the  disease  in  1942. 

There  has  been  no  falling  ofif  in  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  with  these  good  results.  In  fact  there  has  been 
a slight  rise  in  the  number  of  children  immunised,  as  parents 
and  the  team  are  anxious  that  the  position  is  maintained  and 
that  there  is  no  slackening  of  effort.  Few  injections  are  given 
during  the  summer  months  when  poliomyelitis  may  be  preva- 
lent and  most  are  given  during  the  autumn,  winter  and  spring. 


Billingham  parents  are  anxious  also  for  a revival  of  the 
scheme  for  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  at  present 
held  up  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  estimating  effectiveness 
of  antigens.  On  account  of  changes  due  to  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  this  scheme  will  now  have  to  be  provided 
by  the  County  Council. 


Other  improvements  over  the  ten  years  include  slum 
clearance  of  the  semi-derelict  areas  of  Ash,  Oak  and  Elm 
Streets  (where  there  were  in  fact  no  trees,  no  gardens,  no 
grass  and  indeed  not  even  window  boxes  in  spite  of  arboreal 
street  names)  and  of  Sweethills  where  unfortunately  reason- 
ably good  houses  turned  to  ruins  through  war  damage  and 
subsequent  neglect. 

The  Council’s  ambitious  building  scheme  enabled  the 
displaced  families  to  be  quickly  rehoused,  69  families  from 
Ash,  Oak  and  Elm  Streets  being  rehoused  over  two  years 
and  8 families  from  Sweethills  some  time  before.  ^ Various 
insanitary  and  defective  houses  are  regularly  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  as  a routine. 
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Sanitary  conversions  have  been  completed  in  Wolviston 
and  there  is  no\\^  an  excellent  piped  water  supply  from  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board  to  all  areas  except  the  Greatham 
Brickyard.  The  Brickyard  houses  are  supplied  from  a deep 
well.  The  water  is  chlorinated  and  regularly  tested  for  purity, 
etc. 


Cowpen  Bewley  village  and  the  Greatham  Brickyard  and 
various  farms  still  await  sanitary  conversion,  but  a scheme  is 
in  hand  for  Cowpen  Bewley. 

Disposal  of  refuse,  only  partly  satisfactory  during  war- 
time, is  now  well  controlled  by  regular  collection  and  by 
disposal  and  packing  on  a tip  of  small  area  by  means  of  a 
muledozer.  This  method  has  been  a valuable  means  of  re- 
claiming marshy  land  for  agriculture. 

Food  and  Drugs,  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  work  in 
connection  with  Smoke  Abatement,  is  energetically  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  department  and  has  been 
throughout  the  whole  period. 

Although  smoke  and  grit  nuisance  is  serious  in  a small 
area,  Billingham  is  remarkably  free  from  nuisance  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  area  and  is  fortunate  in  having  indus- 
trialists willing  to  co-operate  in  solving  this  problem  to  the 
very  best  of  their  ability  and  in  having  a community  anxious 
for  clean  air.  Smokeless  fuel  appliances  have  replaced  many 
old  fashioned  coal  burning  units  in  a large  number  of  houses 
and  are  included  in  the  new  Council  houses  now  being  built. 
There  has  been,  unfortunately,  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
supplies  of  smokeless  fuel  for  domestic  use. 

Over  the  ten  year  period  the  district  has  been  fortunate 
in  escaping  a large  outbreak  of  either  poliomyelitis  or  food 
poisoning,  there  have  been  only  a few  sporadic  cases  or  small 
outbreaks  of  these  difficult  and  dangerous  diseases. 

With  tuberculosis  we  have  not  been  so  fortunate  and  the 
current  rate  for  the  North-East  holds  good  in  Billingham. 
Most  cases  occur  between  the  ages  of  15-25  and  family  spread 
is  common.  There  is  now,  however,  a scheme  under  the 
County  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  contacts  which  should  help 
to  prevent  family  spread.  There  have  been  two  mass  radio- 
graphy surveys  in  the  area  in  1947  and  1949  and  a continuous 
scheme  for  miniature  chest  radiography  at  the  adjacent  towns 
of  Middlesbrough,  Stockton  and  West  Hartlepool  The  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  are  included  in  this  scheme  and  nearly  all  ex- 
pectant mothers  now  have  a chest  X-ray  during  pregnancy. 
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The  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  supplied  by 
Durham  County  have  always  been  well  attended.  The  number 
of  expectant  mothers  attending  fluctuates  but  is  always  be- 
tween 65  and  75%  of  the  live  births,  one  year  rising  to  80%  ! 
Weir  over  half  the  babies  of  the  district  are  brought  to  the 
Child  Welfare  Centres  and  a smaller  proportion  of  pre-school 
children. 

The  Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  is  the  best  attended.  Post- 
Natal  and  Birth  Control  Clinics  are  fairly  well  attended. 
Distribution  of  vitamin  supplements  is  no  better  than  the 
national  average  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Food  Office, 
W.V.S.  and  other  voluntary  helpers.  There  are  still  occasional 
cases  of  rickets  in  the  district. 

Infantile  mortality,  unfortunately,  has  rernained  higher 
than  the  national  average.  Although  the  rate  has  fallen  a 
little  it  remains  distressingly  high.  Why  should  the  rate  of 
infant  deaths  be  so  high  for  the  North?  Why  should  twice 
as  many  northern  mothers  lose  their  babies  as  mothers  in  the 
South,  for  example,  Bristol?  The  solution  to  this  problem 
has  not  yet  been  found,  but  we  do  know  that  there  are  still 
far  too  many  preventable  deaths.  We  do  know  that  the  vast 
majority  of  these  mothers  who  lose  their  babies  before  they 
have  lived  even  one  year  have  been  feeding  them  artificially 
by  bottle  and  that  remarkably  few  infant  deaths  occur  in 
breast  fed  babies. 

Another  outstanding  fact  is  that  very  few  of  the  mothers 
who  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Infants  Welfare  Clinics 
do  in  fact  lose  their  babies.  Most  of  the  deaths  occur  amongst 
those  babies  whose  m.others  have  not  attended  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  or  whose  mothers  have  not  brought  the  baby  to  the 
Centres. 

In  fact  on  detailed  analysis  where,  in  Billingham  the  level 
of  child  care  is  high,  the  rate  is  low.  It  is  only  when  the  high 
rate  for  a small  area  is  added  to  the  general  lower  rate  for 
Billingham  proper  that  the  average  becomes  so  bad. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  observe  the  next  ten  years  and 
see  if  the  development  of  the  new  town  with  mixing  and 
spreading  of  the  small  proportion  of  inept  parents  amongst 
parents  with  a higher  standard  will  raise  the  general  average.. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  the  number  of  mothers  breast 
feeding  their  own  babies  will  increase  at  the  same  time.  It 
seems  a pity  in  some  ways  that  the  old  fashioned  wet  nurse 
has  gone  out  of  existence  and  milk  from  an  altogether 
different  animal,  namely  the  cow,  is  now  used  in  attempts  to 


6 


rear  human  babies  successfully.  It  is  not  just  that  cow’s  milk 
is  not  ideal  for  the  very  young,  but  the  method  of  giving  it 
through  a feeding  bottle  which  cannot  easily  be  sterilized 
after  milk,  holds  too  many  dangers  for  the  unskilled. 


There  are  indeed  several  factors  making  completely 
artificial  feeding  unsatisfactory: — 

1.  It  separates  the  child  from  its  mother  and  breaks  the 
loving  tie  which  unites  the  breast  fed  baby  to  its 
mother. 

2.  There  is  no  natural  immunity  to  the  common  in- 
fectious diseases.  Where  possible  calves  are  best 
reared  on  cow’s  milk  and  babies  on  human  milk,  lambs 
on  ewe’s  milk,  etc. 

3.  The  feeding  bottles  are  very  difficult  to  sterilize  after 
milk.  The  long  insanitary  rubber  tubes  have  gone  out 
of  fashion  but  the  modern  bottle  and  rubber  teat  is 
still  far  from  perfect. 

4.  Generally  speaking,  if  complete  breast  feeding  is  im- 
possible partial  breast  feeding  with  breast  first  for 
every  feed  followed  by  cup  and  spoon  feeds  of  a fairly 
concentrated  but  not  sweetened  milk  mixture  [as  is 
the  fashion  now  for  the  gradual  weaning  which  takes 
place  with  most  normal  babies  spread  over  a period 
from  3 or  4 months  of  age  until  9 months  (when 
weaning  should  be  complete)]  proves  far  superior  to 
completely  artificial  feeding.  Part  breast  and  part 
bottle  feeding  is  never  satisfactory  but  part  breast  and 
part  spoon  feeding  usually  is. 


Attendances  at  the  Clinics  were: — Billingham  4,544,  an 
increase  of  v588  on  last  year,  Haverton  Hill  1,942,  an  increase 
of  175. 

During  the  year  471  babies  were  born  and  317  mothers 
attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  while  273  babies  were  brought 
to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  In  addition  592  children  aged 
1 to  5 years  attended. 


The  number  on  the  register  at  all  clinics  was  1,552,  made 
up  as  follows  - 
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Billingham  Ante-Natal  Clinic  217 

Haverton  Hill  Ante-Natal  Clinic  100 

Billingham  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 176 

Haverton  Hill  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  ...  ...  97 

Billingham  Child  Welfare  (Children  1-5  years)  ...  373 

Haverton  Hill  Child  Welfare  (Children  1-5  years)  219 
Birth  Control  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Post  Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  244 


1,552 


At  the  Birth  Control  and  Post  Natal  Clinics  there  were 
183  attendances,  a decrease  of  7 on  last  year.  Many  of  the 
North  Riding  cases  now  attend  the  Family  Planning  Associ- 
ation centre  at  Thornaby  which  was  opened  last  year. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic  attendances  increased  from  3,457 
in  1951  to  3,626  in  1952,  a rise  of  169. 

Vitamin  supplements  in  the  form  of  orange  juice,  cod 
liver  oil  concentrate  and  vitamin  A and  D capsules  were 
distributed  from  the  Food  Office  and  voluntary  centres  at 
Billingham  and  Haverton  Hill  as  in  previous  years.  Most  of 
the  voluntary  centres  are  staffed  through  the  kindness  of  the 
W.V.S.  and  by  the  voluntary  committee  of  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres. 

The  (juantities  distributed  during  the  year  were : — 

Orange  Juice  ...  ...  18,622  bottles 

Cod  Liver  Oil  ...  ...  5,563  bottles 

A and  D Capsules  ...  946  packets 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Plealth  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department,  and  to  the  staff  for  their  help  and  assistance. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Staff  : — 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  H.  Rushworth,  CR.S.L 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

R.  Love,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerks : 

G.  W.  Nickolls,  R.  Ingram,  D.  M.  Crossland  and 
D,  Hunter. 

Population 

The  resident  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  mid  year 
was  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  24,000.  During  the 
latter  part  of  1952  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  carried  out 
an  overcrowding  survey,  which  revealed  a population  of  24,265 
and  the  figures  in  my  report  have  been  calculated  on  this 
figure. 


Births 


The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  471,  com- 
prising 243  males  and  228  females.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of 
19.4  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Still  births  were  11  (6  males  and  5 females)  giving  a still 
birth  rate  of  23  per  1,000  total  births. 


Deaths 


The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  171,  being  46 
less  than  for  1951.  There  were  96  male  and  75  female  deaths 
which  gives  a death  rate  of  7 per  1,000  and  of  this  the  largest 
incidence  was  from  : — 


Disease 


Male  Female 


Coronary  Disease — Angina 
Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Heart  Diseases  

Pneumonia  ... 

Malignant  Neoplasm — various  sites 


10  10 

8 12 

13  3 

6 7 

14  17 


9 


Infant  Deaths  under  One  Year 

There  were  20  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 
(10  males  and  10  females)  the  same  as  last  year.  The  infantile 
death  rate  is  42.5  per  1,000  live  births. 


Infant  Deaths  under  Four  Weeks 

Ten  children  (3  males  and  7 females)  died  under  four 
weeks  old. 


Comparision  of  Infantile  Death  Rates 

Billingham  42.5  England  and  Wales  27.6 
The  infantile  death  rate  for  Billingham  is  one  higher  than 
last  year,  and  15  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  deaths  under  one  day,  one  week,  one  month  and 
one  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


Cause  of  Death 

1 day 
or 

under 

under 

one 

week 

under 

one 

month 

under 

one 

year 

Total 

Prematurity 

3 

! 2 

2 

1 

8 

Pneumonia 

I 



— 

3 

3 

Congenital  Morbus  Cordis 

— 

1 

— > 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Abscess 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Oedema 

— 

j — 

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  Meningocele 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Eiydrocephalus-Congenital 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Heat  Stroke 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total  : 

4 

4 

2 

10 

20 

Notifiable  Diseases 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year  was  607,  being  44  fewer  than  last  year. 


Separate  figures  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
corresponding  figures  for  1951  are  included  for  comparison. 
Corrected  figures  are  also  shown. 
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Notified 

Corrected 

Disease 

1952 

1951 

1952 

1951 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

60 

57 

58 

53 

Whooping  Cough 

102 

85 

102 

85 

Pneumonia 

40 

30 

40 

29 

Measles 

362 

463 

362 

463 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

4 

2 

4 

Dysentery 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Chicken  Pox 

32 

— 

32 

— 

Total  : 

607 

651 

599 

640 

There  were  five  notifications  of  diphtheria,  3 children  and 
two  adults.  None  of  the  cases  had  the  disease. 

Scarlet  fever  notifications  were  three  more  than  last  year, 
but  two  children  were  finally  diagnosed  as  other  than  scarlet 
fever.  Three  of  the  cases  notified  were  children  here  on 
holiday. 

Three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified,  a 23  months 
old  child  and  two  men.  One  of  the  men  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  serum  reaction.  The  child  was  a mild  paralytic 
type  and  the  other  male  non  paralytic.  A male  child  aged  23 
months  died  in  hospital  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis,  but 
■had  not  been  notified. 

Measles  notifications  decreased  by  101  and  whooping 
cough  by  17. 


Notification  Rate  per  1,000 


Disease 

1952 

1951 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Pneumonia 

Measles 

.2 

2.4 

4.2 

1.6 

14.9 

.2 

2.3 

3.5 

1.2 

19.3 
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Vital  Statistics 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics 


supplied  by  the  Registrar  General : — 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

235 

214 

449 

Illegitimate 

8 

14 

22 

243 

228 

471=:Birth  rate  of 
19.4  per  1,000 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

6 

5 

ll==Rate  of  23 
per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths 

96 

75 

171=Deathrateof 
7 per  1,000 

Infantile  Deaths 

Legitimate 

10 

10 

20 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

20 

Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Child  Birth 

From  Sepsis  ...  Nil 
From  other  causes  Nil 

Causes  of  Death  Male  Female 


Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  10  10 

Other  Fleart  Disease 13  3 

Flypertension  with  Fleart  Disease  ...  1 1 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  3 1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 — 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  1 1 
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Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  1 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  ...  — 

,,  „ — Ri-ing,  Bronchus  6 

„ ,,  — Breast  ...  — 

,,  „ — Uterus  ...  — 

Other  Malignant  & L^miphatic  Neoplasms  8 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  1 

Diabetes  2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis.  2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  1 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  12 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  5 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  5 

Suicide  1 


1 


3 

3 

5 

6 

1 

12 

1 

2 

4 
11 

3 


96  75 


Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications, 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  and  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  in  the  difl’erent  age  groups.  The  death  marked  -|- 
was  a man  aged  46  years  who  had  not  been  notified. 


Age 

Group 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

0-1 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-65 

1 — 

1 — 

2 4 

1 1 

1 — 

2 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

M 1 1 1 

--  1 

1+  — 

1 1 1 1 1 M 1 

1 1 1 M 1 1 1 

Total  : 

8 6 

— 1 

1 1 

— — 

13 


This  shows  a total  of  15  notifications  during  the  year,  as 
against  21  in  1951.  Deaths  total  2,  last  year’s  figure  was  6. 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
14,  as  against  17  last  year,  a decrease  of  3.  Highest  incidence 
is  in  the  15  to  24  age  group. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases 


Age  Period 

1952 

1951 

1-4 

1 



5-14 

1 

2 

15-24 

6 

5 

25-34 

2 

6 

35-44 

1 

2 

45-54 

3 

2 

55-65 

— 

— 

Total  : 

14 

17 

There  were  97  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  (60  males  and  37  females). 
Included  in  this  total  were  10  children  (4  male  and  6 female). 


Tuberculosis  in  Children 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  was : — 


Male  Female  Total 


Pulmonary  4 

Non-pulmonary  7 


6 10 
5 12 


/ 

The  following  table  shows  these  divided  into  age 
groups : — 
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Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Age 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

- 

2 

1 

z 

2 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

8 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10 

— 

1 

2 

— . 

11 

12 

13 

2 

— 

1 

— 





1 



14 

— 

1 

1 1 

1 

Total  : 

4 

6 

! 7 

5 

Food  Poisoning 

There  were  no  notifications  of  food  poisoning  during  the 
year.  A boy  of  four  years  was  admitted  to  the  Children’s 
Hospital  and  was  diagnosed  as  Salmonellosis  Thompson. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Energetic  measures  were  continued  throughout  the  year 
with  immunisation  against  diphtheria.  The  following  figures 
give  the  number  of  children  immunised  in  the  age  groups 
0 to  4 and  5 to  15  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

0 to  4 yrs — of  2,287  children — 1,710  were  imniunised=74.77% 
5 to  15  „ — of  3,879  children  — 3,695  „ „ =95.26% 


There  were  6,166  children  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  of  these  5,405  had  been  immunised.  This  gives  a 
percentage  of  87.66  which  is  .37  lower  than  at  the  end  of  1951. 

The  number  of  children  who  had  received  a third  or 
boosting  dose  by  the  end  of  the  year  was  4,711,  which  equals 
87.1%  of  the  total  of  5,405  who.  were,  or  shortly  would  be 
due  for  this  injection,  or  1.9%  higher  than  last  year. 
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]n  addition  out  of  a total  of  4,711  who  were  or  shortly 
would  be  due  for  a fourth  injection,  2,998  had  received  it. 
This  is  equal  to  63.6%  or  5.8%  higher  than  for  1951  year  end. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  immunisings 
carried  out  during  the  year,  together  with  the  places  where 
the  injections  were  given.  The  total  number  of  injections  is 
2,531.  Last  year  the  number  was  2,520. 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Total 

C.W.C.  & Nurseries 

72 

58 

18 

21 

4 

173 

Homes 

255 

289 

418 

240 

— 

1202 

Surgeries 

94 

96 

58 

70 

39 

357 

Schools 

16 

— 

47 

354 

382 

799 

Totals : 

437 

443 

541 

685 

425 

2531 

The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill 

A table  showing  the  attendances  is  given  below : — 


Month 

Days 

open 

Total 

attendances 

Daily 

average 

Daily 

maximum 

January 

22 

733 

33.32 

35 

February 

20 

741 

37.05 

38 

March 

21 

768 

36.57 

39 

April 

20 

798 

39.90 

42 

May 

22 

792 

36.00 

41 

June 

20 

727 

36.35 

38 

July 

23 

742 

32.26 

39 

August 

19 

666 

35.05 

40 

September 

22 

802 

36.45 

39 

October 

23 

842 

36.61 

39 

November 

20 

666 

33.30 

35 

December 

21 

202 

9.62 

11 

The  health  of  the  children  remains  remarkably  good,  all 
showing  steady  improvement  from  admission.  There  is  little 
illness  apart  from  respiratory  catarrh  which  is  common  and 
occasional  slight  impetigo  which  is  quickly  controlled. 

The  sudden  drop  in  attendances  at  the  Nursery  in 
December  was  due  to  the  alteration  in  charges. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1952. 


Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 

July,  1953. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-seventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  area.  Whilst 
there  is  no  event  worthy  of  particular  note,  inspections  have 
again  increased,  which  indicates  that  routine  day  to  day  work 
is  receiving  adequate  attention. 

Improvements  in  housing  conditions  have  continued  with 
repair  work,  demolition  of  individual  houses,  and  the  system- 
atic demolition  of  houses  in  the  Ash,  Oak  and  Elm  Streets 
Clearance  Area. 

Refuse  collection,  which  for  some  time  has  been  far  from 
satisfactory,  has  received  close  attention  and  a welcome  im- 
provement is  now  noticeable. 

Smoke  abatement  work  continues  on  established  lines 
with  the  Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  acting  as  a 
collating  body  for  all  Local  Authorities  on  Tees-side. 

I wish  now  to  express  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
support  without  which  much  of  my  work  would  be  ineffective. 
Finally,  I am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
members  of  my  staff*  who  have  worked  loyally  and  efficiently 
in  the  discharge  of  their  varied  duties. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
AND  OTHER  DETAILS 


Allotments  5 

Bakehouses  28 

Butchers  “ making  up  ” places  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  Tested  or  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Dwellinghouses  under  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  87 

Dwellinghouses  under  Public  Health  Act  204 

Factories,  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fried  fish  shops  1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 3 

Interviews  ...  223 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Meat  and  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  29 

Offensive  accumulation  4 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  651 

Public  Baths  31 

Public  Conveniences  1 

Rats  and  Mice  35 

Refuse  collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Refuse  disposal  137 

Restaurants  and  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  water  obtained  6 

Shops  154 

Smoke  Observations  • ...  809 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers’  carts  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  16 

Theatres  and  places  of  entertainment  ...  ...  ...  2 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Water  samples  obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Works  in  progress 35 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

informal  notices  outstanding  from  previous  year 
complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  from  previous  year  ...  10 
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SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED 


HOUSES 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

„ eavesgutters  and  fallpipes  ...  ...  ...  22 

„ plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

„ doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  yard  surfaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  water  pipes  and  water  taps  ...  ...  ...  9 

„ doors  7 

„ window  frames  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

„ cords  to  windows  4 

,,  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ wash  boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ sinks  1 

„ walls  8 

Rising  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

WATER  CLOSETS 

Defective  water  pipes  18 

„ cisterns 12 

„ pedestals  6 

,,  roofs  2 

„ eavesgutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  doors  4 

„ seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Blocked  drains  and  sink  waste  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  164 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Books  disinfected  66 

Inspection  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

HOUSING 

If  the  number  of  applicants  is  any  guide,  houses  are  still 
urgently  required.  With  a total  of  1962  applicants,  there  are 
78  fewer  on  the  waiting  list  than  last  year.  The  Council  have 
endeavoured  to  build  as  many  houses  as  possible  and  the 
number  completed  is  slightly  more  than  last  year.  Actual 
figures  are  206  houses,  4 combined  houses  and  shops  and  17 
])rivate  houses,  total  227,  against  197  for  last  year. 
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A decision  which  appears  likely  to  speed  up  building 
progress  was  taken  in  deciding  to  build  108  Wimpey  “ No 
fines  ” houses.  Although  a start  was  not  made  until  August, 
3 houses  were  available  for  occupation  by  the  year  end.  These 
houses  appear  in  every  way  as  good  as  the  so  called  traditional 
house,  and  will  make  an  important  contribution  to  the  housing 
programme.  A feature  of  these  houses  worthy  of  note  is  that 
a really  efficient  back  boiler  has  been  fixed  which  not  only 
gives  abundant  hot  water  but  is  capable  of  heating  two  radi- 
ators also. 

Progress  has  continued  with  slum  clearance  and  the  last 
of  the  tenants  from  the  Ash,  Oak  and  Elm  Streets  area  were 
rehoused  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Needless  to  say  the 
demolition  of  these  houses  gives  rise  to  considerable  satis- 
faction, as  undoubtedly  they  were  the  worst  in  your  area. 
The  one  remaining  hut  on  a war-time  military  camp  has  been 
removed,  which  marks  the  end  of  a most  ill  advised  movement 
known  as  “ squatting.”  Two  houses  have  been  improved  under 
the  1949  Act,  two  houses  demolished  under  Section  11  and 
repairs  carried  out  to  individual  houses  where  necessary. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

A.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  108 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  235 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  Sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  22 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  31 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  107 

B.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  91 
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C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year, 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ...  10 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — ■ 

(i)  By  owners  — • 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  — 

D.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

During  the  year  a further  survey  was  completed.  The 
effort  was  well  justified  as  the  information  obtained  indicated 
that  the  Councils  scheme  for  the  allocation  of  houses  is 
operating  on  sound  lines,  which  is  shown  by  item  (B)  below. 
Another  point  worthy  of  note  is  that  statutory  overcrowding 
is  very  low  and  actually  less  than  in  any  previous  survey.  A 
summary  of  the  survey  is  given  below. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Council  have  seriously- 
considered  the  position  with  a view  to  relieving  overcrowding. 
A nurnber  of  persons  have  been  interviewed  and  the  over- 
crowding list  will  be  reviewed  every  six  months.  During  the 
year  9 cases  were  decrowded. 


Number  Total  Average 


Units 

Units 

(A) 

Houses  occupied  by  more 
than  one  family  but  not 
overcrowded  

767 

3,631 

4.7 

%age  reduction 

3.7 

(B) 

Overcrowded  houses  occu- 
pied by  more  than  one 
family 

37 

293 

7.9 

%age  reduction  ... 

49.3 

(C) 

Houses  occupied  by  single 
families  that  are  over- 

crowded 

55 

369J 

6.7 

%age  reduction  ... 

37.5 

(O) 

Houses  occupied  by  single 
families  with  boarders  (in- 
cluding Roarder/relatives) 

444 

1,752 

3.9 

(B) 

Houses  occupied  by  one 
person  only 

248 

WATER 

Water  of  good  quality,  soft  and  unrestricted  in  quantity 
is  supplied  throughout  the  area  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
P)oard.  The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Board  has  kindly 
supplied  details  of  raw  water,  the  supply  as  it  leaves  the 
treatment  works  and  from  points  in  the  supply  area.  Approxi- 
mately 100  samples  per  month  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  summarised  below: — 
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Ave. 

Max. 

Min. 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at  37°C.  after  1 day  ... 

13 

36 

Nil 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at  37°C.  after  2 days  ... 

18 

42 

6 

Colony  count  per  ml.  at  20°C.  after  3 days  ... 
Percentage  of  samples  giving  a Presump- 

24 

180 

1 

tive  Coliform  reaction  per  100  ml. 

Nil 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  a B.  Coli  (Type 

1)  per  100  ml ^ 

Nil 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  100  ml.  ... 

84 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  10  ml 

Nil 

A random  sample  obtained  in  your  area  and  subjected  to 
chemical,  microscopical  and  bacteriological  analysis  proved 
satisfactory.  Hardness  was  very  low.  Actual  figures  were  as 
follows : — temporary  hardness  0.2,  permanent  hardness  3.8,  a 
total  of  4.0  degrees  in  parts  per  million. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action 
and  is  purified  by  slow  sand  filters  followed  by  treatment  with 
ammonia  and  chlorine. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  Greatham  Creek  sewage  disposal  works  function 
satisfactorily.  New  sewers  are  constructed  as  recjuired  for 
development  on  the  Roseberry  Road  Estate.  Sewers  at  Cowpen 
Bewley  Village  have  been  investigated  and  found  unsatis- 
factory for  the  purpose  of  converting  privy  middens  to  the 
water  carriage  system.  The  outfall  also  is  unsatisfactory,  as 
the  sewer  discharges  into  an  open  ditch  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a foul  polluted  open  sewer.  A scheme,  which  includes 
relaying  sewers  and  connecting  the  outfall  into  the  Greatham 
Creek  Sewer,  has  been  submitted  for  approval. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  number  and  type  of  conveniences  attached  to  private 
houses  and  shops  is  given  below  : — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Water  Closets  6723 

The  conversion  of  privy  middens  at  Cowpen  Bewley 
Village  is  related  to  the  question  of  sewers  referred  to  in  the 
preceding  paragraph. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Detailed  reports  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  the 
salvage  of  waste  materials  are  attached  to  this  report. 

BAKEHOUSES 

The  number  of  bakehouses  remains  at  five.  They  are  clean 
and  well  managed. 


SHOPS 

There  are  200  shops  which  can  broadly  be  divided  into 
food  (150)  and  non-food  (50).  Food  shops  comprise  the 
following : — • 


Fried  Fish  and  Chips  

16 

Wet  Fish  ... 

4 

Grocers  and  General  Dealers  ... 

61 

Butchers  ... 

18 

Greengrocers 

14 

Bread  and  Cakes  ... 

9 

Sweets,  etc. 

28 

There  are  only  a few  larger  shops,  the  majority  being  the 
combined  house  and  shop  type.  In  general  the  premises  are 
in  good  condition  with  suitable  facilities  for  appropriate 
trades. 

With  a more  plentiful  supply  of  goods  there  may  have 
been  some  tendency  towards  later  closing,  but  most  shops 
close  about  tea  time,  except  for  the  late  night,  when  it  is  the 
exception  to  find  a shop  open  after  7 p.m. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
A.  Milk. 

There  is  really  very  little  to  say  about  the  milk  supply  as 
a conservative  estimate  would  indicate  that  about  98%  of 
milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  pasteurised.  Moreover  processing 
is  done  outside  the  area.  Only  two  farmers  are  retailing  very 
limited  quantities  of  milk  direct  from  the  farm,  and  one  farm 
supplies  a works  canteen.  Samples  of  graded  milk  have  been 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  phosphatase 
test  applied  to  check  for  efficient  pasteurisation. 
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The  following  licences  have  been  granted: — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  ...  4 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ” 3 

“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  11 

“ Sterilised  ” 10 

The  following  number  of  persons  and  premises  have  been 
registered  with  the  local  authority. 

Register  of  premises  used  as  dairies  ...  ...  ...  3 

Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  14 


B.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter  of  livestock  and  distribution  of  meat  continues 
on  the  rationing  system.  Slaughtering  is  not  done  in  your 
area  and  distribution  is  by  an  insulated  metal  container 
mounted  on  a lorry.  This  method,  although  not  ideal,  is 
reasonably  satisfactory  under  the  circumstances  but,  when 
well  managed,  the  private  slaughter  house  had  much  to  com- 
mend it.  Meat  was  allowed  to  set  and  handling  was  reduced 
to  a minimum.  The  preparation  and  sale  of  foodstuffs 
received  the  usual  routine  attention.  Traders  are  very  willing 
to  accept  suggestions  for  improvements  and  there  has  been 
no  need  for  recourse  to  legal  powers. 

The  following  is  a list  of  condemned  foodstuffs: — 


Miscellaneous  Foodstuff's 

178  pkts. 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs 

...  328  tins 

Cheese 

17  pkts. 

Ham 

16  lbs. 

Sausage 

...  122J  lbs. 

Flour 

...  32  lbs. 

Jam,  etc. 

60  jars 

Rice 

...  13  lbs. 

Biscuits 

... 

...  lOi  lbs. 

Luncheon 

Meat 

4 lbs. 

Butter 

2i  lbs. 

Cake 

...  ...  ... 

...  26  lbs. 

Farinoca 

...  ...  ... 

...  67  lbs. 

Oatmeal 

...  ...  ... 

...  23  lbs. 
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C.  Adulteration. 


38  Samples  of  foodstuffs  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
were  genuine. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 


The  Public  Baths  owned  by  the  Council  deservedly  have 
been  well  patronised  providing  as  they  do  every  facility  at  a 
reasonable  price.  In  addition  to  slipper  and  brine  baths,  foam 
baths  are  now  available.  Water  in  the  swimming  pool  is 
filtered  in  a modern  high  pressure  system  using  alum,  soda 
and  chlorine.  Samples  of  water  taken  in  the  summer  gave  a 
high  degree  of  purity.  The  following  is  a typical  analysis : — 


Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@ 37^C.  after  72  hours  ... 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
@ 20/22°C.  after  72  hours 

ITesumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @ 37°C. 
after  72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @ 44°C.  ... 
Residual  Chlorine 


0 per  ml. 

2 per  ml. 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
One  medium  colony. 
1.0  p.p.m. 


Attendance  figures  are  given  below : 

1951 

1952 

General  Public 

72,681 

64,125 

Use  of  Slipper  Baths 

1,606 

1,358 

Brine  Baths  ... 

262 

275 

Private  Sessions 

1,190 

1,307 

Foam  Baths  ... 

— 

116 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  write  anything 
new  of  this  subject.  The  fundamentals  have  been  stated  so 
often  that  they  tend  to  lose  effectiveness.  In  this  area  smoke 
abatement  is  indeed  a “ hardy  annual  ” and  will  continue  to  be 
such  until  people  living  in  the  affected  area  are  rehoused  in 
cleaner  surroundings.  Last  year  reference  was  made  to  an 
enquiry  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
regarding  the  County  Development  Plan  which  contained  pro- 
posals to  depopulate  part  of  the  “ Dust,  grit  and  fumes  ” area 
but  the  Minister  has  not  yet  given  his  decision  thereon. 
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Meanwhile  the  customary  steps  continue  to  be  taken,  that 
is,  monthly  reports  are  given  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
of  results  from  eleven  standard  deposit  gauges  and  four 
sulphur  dioxide  instruments  and  of  visits  to  various  works. 
At  some  points  deposit  gauges  have  now  been  in  use  for  a 
])eriod  of  five  years  and  it  is  therefore  possible  to  obtain  a 
reasonably  accurate  estimate  of  pollution  in  a given  area. 
Annual  details  of  results  obtained  at  7 sites  are  given  in  place 
of  the  customary  monthly  figures  for  the  year  under  review. 
This  should  be  of  great  interest  and  indicates  that  except  at 
Crawford’s  shop,  where  deposits  show  a marked  reduction, 
the  general  level  of  pollution  remains  fairly  constant.  Six 
of  the  sites  indicated  are  affected  by  industrial  pollution, 
whilst  Malvern  Road  is  a typical  residential  area  and  can  be 
said  to  represent  domestic  pollution.  Rydal  Avenue  is  not  so 
seriously  affected  as  other  sites  due  to  the  prevailing  wind 
carrying  industrial  pollution  away  from  this  site.  A further 
assessment  of  pollution  is  provided  by  sulphur  dioxide  re- 
corders, details  of  which  are  also  shown  in  table  form.  The 
high  returns  obtained  at  the  Council  Offices  compared  with  the 
other  stations  in  open  country  clearl}^  indicate  the  difference 
l)etween  industrial  and  non-industrial  areas.  Even  a cursory 
examination  of  the  above  tables  will  give  a general  idea  of 
conditions  which  exist  in  the  affected  area. 

Atmospheric  pollution  is  being  tackled  collectively  by  the 
Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  which  acts  as  a co- 
ordinating body.  Its  work  has  received  considerable  publicity, 
particularly  in  relation  to  results  obtained  by  45  standard 
de])osit  gauges  operated  by  local  authorities  on  Tees-side. 
Attention  is  not  confined  to  industrial  pollution,  as  the 
domestic  problem  is  being  considered  by  way  of  smokeless 
fuel  and  the  possibility  of  creating  smokeless  zones.  A 
Technical  Sub-Committee  collects  data  and  a yearly  report 
is  presented  giving  details  of  remedial  measures  carried  out 
in  each  constituent  area.  In  this  way  useful  work  is  being 
done  and,  if  not  abated,  atmospheric  pollution  is  to  some 
extent  mitigated. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  sources  of  emission 
with  notes  thereon. 

(1)  Pulverised  Fuel  Boilers.  There  are  16  boilers  burning 
pulverised  coal,  14  with  a wet  washing  system  of  dust 
removal  and  2 with  a dry  system  consisting  of  cyclones 
followed  by  electrostatic  precipitators,  and  finally  the 
gases  are  discharged  from  a 300  ft.  chimney.  Sufficient 
time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  assess  what  effect  this  new 
system  will  have  on  the  dust  and  grit  problem. 
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(2)  Chain  Grate  Boilers.  There  are  2 boilers  of  this  type 
fitted  with  cyclone  type  of  dust  arrestors. 

(3)  Cement  Works.  Dust  removal  equipment  consists  of 
cyclones  followed  by  electrostatic  precipitators  which 
appear  to  be  reasonably  efficient  as  20,000  tons  of  dust 
were  removed  during  the  year.  Improvements  to  the 
equipment  are  being  considered  which  include  rebuilding 
one  unit  and  increasing  efficiency  on  another. 

(4)  Coke  Ovens.  Little,  if  anything,  can  be  done  to  reduce 
emissions  of  smoke,  dust  and  grit  from  this  plant,  which 
is  a notoriously  dirty  process. 

(5)  Water  Gas  Plant.  Some  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
plant,  but  only  slight  improvement  can  be  expected. 

(6)  C.C.F.  Plant.  Large  volumes  of  water  vapour  are  emitted 
from  this  plant  and  the  installation  of  new  driers  does 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  appreciable  effect  on 
emissions.  Dispersal  of  vapour  is  helped  by  being  dis- 
charged from  a 200  ft.  high  chimney  and  this  also 
reduces  possible  fog  formation. 

(7)  Nitro-Chalk  Plant.  Emissions  from  this  plant  have  been 
well  controlled. 

(8)  Anhydrite  Dust.  There  have  been  no  complaints  from 
this  source. 

(9)  Amines  Plant.  The  difficulties  experienced  in  the  initial 
starting  up  of  this  full  scale  plant  appear  largely  to  have 
been  overcome.  A close  liaison  exists  between  the  de- 
partment concerned  and  myself  and  any  cause  for  com- 
plaint is  investigated  immediately. 

(10)  Sulphuric  Acid  Plant.  The  new  scrubber  referred  to 
some  two  years  ago  has  not  yet  been  completed  due  to 
difficulty  in  obtaining  special  metal.  On  the  whole  there 
has  been  no  serious  cause  for  complaint,  although  at 
times  volumes  of  acrid  fumes  are  emitted  which  affect 
houses  in  the  Belasis  Avenue  area. 
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STANDARD  DEPOSIT  GAUGES 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  TOTAL  DEPOSITS  AND 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1947-1952. 


Site  of  Gauge 

No.  of 
months 

Year 

Solids  C 
(Tons  per 

'ollected 
sq.  mile) 

Total 

Average 

Crav^ford’s  Shop, 

4 

1947 

1039.09 

259.77 

Haverton  Hill. 

12 

1948 

2628.57 

219.05 

12 

1949 

1896.49 

158.04 

11 

1950 

1615.49 

146.86 

10 

1951 

1843.10 

184.31 

11 

1952 

1304.99 

118.63 

Council  Offices, 

3 

1947 

226.21 

88.73 

Haverton  Hill. 

12 

1948 

1170.73 

97.56 

12 

1949 

902.86 

82.08 

11 

1950 

918.16 

83.47 

11 

1951 

951.92 

86.54 

10 

1952 

750.58 

75.05 

23  Seaton  Terrace, 

4 

1947 

287.20 

71.8 

Haverton  Hill. 

12 

1948 

849.67 

70.8 

12 

1949 

524.41 

43.7 

12 

1950 

555.63 

46.3 

11 

1951 

565.01 

51.36 

12 

1952 

676.27 

56.35 

32  Malvern  Road, 

10 

1948 

117.29 

11.73 

Billingham. 

12 

1949 

108.67 

9.05 

12 

1950 

128.71 

10.72 

11 

1951 

146.38 

13.3 

12 

1952 

132.95 

11.08 

4 Cambridge 

4 

1947 

196.09 

49.02 

Terrace,  High 

12 

1948 

542.85 

45.24 

Clarence. 

12 

1949 

491.75 

40.98 

12 

1950 

508.09 

42.34 

11 

1951 

444.78 

40.43 

10 

1952 

512.14 

51.21 

38  Rydal  Avenue, 

10 

1949 

169.38 

16.93 

Billingham. 

12 

1950 

233.83 

19.48 

12 

1951 

262.69 

21.89 

11 

1952 

236.05 

21.46 

The  Vicarage. 

10 

1949 

733.51 

73.35 

12 

1950 

1001.95 

83.49 

' 12 

1951 

988.(M 

82.34 

12 

1952 

m.76 

75.39 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  INSTRUMENTS 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  TOTAL  RESULTS  AND 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FOR  THE  YEARS  1949-1952 


Site  of 
Gauge 

No.  of 
months 

Year 

Expre: 

mgms. 

ssed  as 
of  S.O3. 

Total 

Monthly 

Average 

Council 

10 

1949 

706.56 

70.65 

Offices, 

12 

1950 

1042.44 

86.87 

Haverton  Hill 

12 

1951 

880.08 

73.34 

12 

1952 

628.52 

52.37 

Field  No.  23, 

12 

1950 

111.36 

9.28 

N.E.  Billingham 

12 

1951 

117.060 

9.755 

Station 

12 

1952 

93.99 

7.83 

Sandy  Lane, 

6 

1951 

33.24 

5.54 

Billingham 

11 

1952 

50.69 

4.60 

Road  No.  4, 

6 

1951 

45.858 

7.643 

Billingham 

12 

1952 

80.77 

6.73 

WIND  RECORDS— S.W.  WIND 


Year 

No.  of 
months 

Total  %age 

• Monthly  %age 

1949 

12 

420.0 

35.0 

1950 

12 

390.0 

32.5 

1951 

12 

446.4 

37.2 

1952 

12 

440.3 

36.7 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


All  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  inquired  into  and  the 
house  disinfected  after  the  patient  has  been  removed  to 
hospital.  66  library  books  were  disinfected  before  being  re- 
issued. A free  supply  of  disinfectant  is  available  at  several 
points  in  the  area  and  2,000  bottles  have  been  issued. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


Complaints  of  this  nature  totalled  35  against  32  for  last 
year.  They  concerned  20  Council  and  15  private  houses. 

Infestations  were  readily  controlled  by  the  use  of  either 
D.D.T.  or  Gammexane. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


The  system  of  sharing  the  services  of  a Rodent  Operator 
with  a neighbouring  authority  is  working  reasonably  well. 

In  pursuance  of  the  Act  the  following  is  a summary  of 
work  carried  out : — 


245 

291 

249 

63 

5 

69 

10 

2 

331 

22 


Premises  visited  ... 

Inspections  made 

Treatment  visits  ... 

Premises  treated  ... 

Major  infestations  found  (rats) 
Minor  infestations  found  (rats) 
Minor  infestations  found  (mice) 
Sewer  treatments  ... 

Manholes  prebaited 
Manholes  poison  takes  ... 


There  is  no  doubt  that  due  to  the  action  outlined  above 
considerable  numbers  of  rats  and  mice  have  been  destroyed. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1952/53 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twenty-second  Annual 
Report  on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1953.  In  Appendix  II,  a separate 
report  on  the  salvage  of  waste  materials  is  given.  A deter- 
mined effort  to  provide  regular  once  weekly  collections  is 
now  giving  results  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  this  de- 
sirable and  very  necessary  object  has  been  achieved.  The 
usual  service  details  are  discussed  under  suitable  headings. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


MANUAL  LABOUR 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their 
employment  is  as  follows : — 

Foreman  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mechanic  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  Collection  and  the  salvage 

of  waste  materials  ...  ...  16 

Refuse  disposal  1 

Drivers  4 

23 

There  have  been  fewer  changes  in  personnel,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  easy  to  obtain  and  keep  a good  type  of  man,  as  industry 
seems  to  offer  a better  reward. 

There  is  a welcome  reduction  in  loss  of  time  from  sick- 
ness and  absenteeism.  Details  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  which  gives  the  actual  cost  to  the  Council,  after  deduct- 
ing National  Health  benefits.  Wages  account  for  72.3%  of 
the  total  cost  of  the  service. 
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s 

1 

ick  Pay  | 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

384 

(436) 

£276  10  3 

(£337  14  7) 

47 

(108) 

VEHICLES 


Maintenance  of  vehicles  has  a direct  bearing  on  service 
efficiency.  This  matter  was  thoroughly  investigated  with  the 
Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  in  consequence  a further  new  vehicle  was  ordered  and  of 
more  importance,  a competent  mechanic  appointed.  The  new 
machine  was  delivered  in  January  and  is  of  the  latest  type, 
wdth  mechanical  ])acking  of  refuse,  and  ])roviding  seating 
accommodation  for  several  loaders,  features  which  are  much 
ap'preciated.  A vehicle  reserve  is  now  available  so  that  repairs 
can  properly  be  attended  to,  all  vehicles  given  regular  main- 
tenance and  it  is  hoped  to  have  painting  carried  out.  In 
addition  to  repair  work  the  mechanic  is  available  as  a spare 
driver  for  holiday  and  sick  periods,  so  that  refuse  collection 
is  not  interfered  with.  The  usual  details  are  given  in  the 
following  tables  wdth  the  previous  year  included  for  com- 
parison. 

RELIABILITY 


Vehicle 

Possible  No. 
of  hours 

No.  of  hours 
lost  for  repairs 

Percentage  of 
hours  worked 

2162 

207 

90.5 

No.  3 

(2275) 

(168) 

(92.62) 

2122 

211 

90.1 

No.  4 

(2170) 

(78) 

(96.4) 

2055 

110 

94.7 

No.  5 

(2262) 

(146) 

(93.55) 

2254 

43 

98.1 

No.  6 

(2313) 

(72) 

(96.9) 

No.  7 

390 

44 

88.7 

1568 

68 

95.7 

Dozer 

(2275) 

(168) 

(92.6) 
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RUNNING  COSTS 
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XUMBEK  AND  WEIGHT  OE  LOADS  REMOVED 


Vehicle 

No.  of  Loads 
Removed 

Weight  per 
Load 

Total  Weight 

T. 

C. 

T. 

C. 

No.  3 

500 

2 

15 

1375 

0 

(288) 

2 

15 

(792 

0) 

(157  Paper) 

10 

(78 

10) 

No.  4 

591 

2 

10 

1477 

10 

(649) 

o 

'10 

(1622 

10) 

No.  5 

631 

2 

10 

1577 

10 

(712) 

2 

10 

(1780 

0) 

No.  6 

515 

3 

0 

1545 

0 

(487) 

3 

0 

(1461 

0) 

No.  7 

73 

3 

0 

219 

0 

Totals 

2310 

6194 

0 

(2293) 

(5734 

0) 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION 


Vehicle 

No.  of 
Loads 
Removed 

Miles 

Run 

Petrol 

(Galls.) 

Miles 

per 

gallon 

Miles  per 
Load 

No.  3 

500 

3635 

786 

4.6 

7.3 

(445) 

(3779) 

(843) 

(4.48) 

(8.49) 

No.  4 

591 

3904 

849 

4.6 

6.6 

(649) 

(3999) 

(911) 

(4.39) 

(6.16) 

No.  5 

631 

3735 

940 

3.97 

5.9 

(712) 

(4127) 

(940) 

(4.39) 

(5.79) 

No.  6 

515 

4409 

1119 

3.9 

8.5 

(487) 

(4188) 

(1065) 

(3.9) 

(8.6) 

No.  7 

73 

558 

158 

3.5 

7.6 
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REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

As  stated  in  my  opening  remarks  a regular  weekly 
collection  is  now  in  operation.  Not  since  before  the  War  has 
it  been  possible  to  give  this  simple  but  very  necessary  service, 
as  labour  and  transport  problems  have  made  improvements 
difficult.  The  need  for  salvage  seems  to  be  declining  and  the 
price  obtained  for  waste  paper  may  make  collection  un- 
economic, moreover  the  mills  have  placed  a restriction  on  the 
amount  they  are  prepared  to  take.  This  is  a reaction  to  the 
very  high  prices  prevailing  last  year  and  the  position  may 
improve.  Provided  there  is  no  financial  loss  it  is  desirable 
to  keep  paper  out  of  the  refuse  tip. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

All  refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  controlled  tip- 
ping on  low  lying  land  adjoining  Sandy  Lane,  Billingham. 
This  economical  site  has  been  in  use  almost  eight  years  and  is 
nearing  completion.  Other  sites  are  being  considered  but  un- 
less a reasonably  central  site  is  available,  the  cost  of  collection 
will  be  increased.  Where  suitable  sites  can  be  obtained,  there 
is  no  question  that  controlled  tipping  is  more  economical  than 
disposal  plants.  Moreover,  waste  land  is  reclaimed  and  brought 
into  cultivation. 


NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  RECEPTACLES 

Dust  Bins  ...  ...  ...  6,670 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  35 

Ashpits  4 

COST 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  have 
issued  a Public  Cleansing  Costing  return,  as  was  the  practice 
1)efore  the  War.  This  is  most  useful  as  it  permits  comparison 
with  local  authorities  of  similar  character.  A copy  of  the 
return  is  given  in  Appendix  I. 

Compared  with  last  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
gross  expenditure  due  to  wage  increases  and  the  purchase  of 
a new  vehicle ; whilst  income  has  decreased  due  to  several 
reductions  in  the  price  of  waste  paper.  These  factors  affect 
unit  costs,  therefore,  expressed  in  simple  terms,  the  cost  of 
emptying  a dust  bin  is  5Jd.  per  week. 
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The  following  data  from  1938  and  1953  reports  is  rather 
interesting. 


1938 

1953 

Increase 

Population 

23,812 

23,944 

132 

Weight  of  refuse  (tons)... 

5,232 

6,194 

962 

Number  of  premises 

5,387 

6,573 

1.186 

In  this  period  it  appears  that  the  population  has  remained 
almost  stationary,  but  weight  of  refuse  removed  has  increased 
considerably,  and  there  are  1,186  more  premises.  In  other 
words  the  same  population  is  spread  over  more  houses  which 
alone  will  increase  the  cost  of  the  service. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  COSTING  RETURN 


APPENDIX  11— SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS. 
For  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1953. 
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